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A lawyer, as a member of the legal profession, 
is a representative of clients, an officer of the 

legal system and a public citizen having special 
responsibility for the quality of justice. 

– Preamble to the Model Rules



A lawyer's conduct should conform to the 
requirements of the law, both in 

professional service to clients and in the 
lawyer's business and personal affairs.

– Preamble to the Model Rules



A lawyer should use the law's procedures only for 
legitimate purposes and not to harass or intimidate 
others. A lawyer should demonstrate respect for the 

legal system and for those who serve it, including 
judges, other lawyers and public officials.

– Preamble to the Model Rules



A lawyer should further the public's understanding of 
and confidence in the rule of law and the justice 

system because legal institutions in a constitutional 
democracy depend on popular participation and 

support to maintain their authority.
– Preamble to the Model Rules



• "The lawyer with the 
briefcase can steal more 
money than the man with 
the gun." 

•— Mario Puzo (The 
Godfather)



• "A jury consists of twelve 
persons chosen to decide 
who has the better 
lawyer." 

•— Robert Frost



• "It is a pleasant world we 
live in, sir, a very pleasant 
world. There are bad 
people in it, Mr. Richard, 
but if there were no bad 
people, there would be no 
good lawyers." 

•— Charles Dickens (The 
Old Curiosity Shop)



• "HOMICIDE, n. The 
slaying of one human being 
by another. There are four 
kinds of homicide: 
felonious, excusable, 
justifiable, and praiseworthy, 
but it makes no great 
difference to the person 
slain whether he fell by one 
kind or another -- the 
classification is for advantage 
of the lawyers." 

• — Ambrose Bierce (The 
Unabridged Devil's 
Dictionary)



• "Lawyer – One skilled in 
the circumvention of the 
law." 

•— Ambrose Bierce (The 
Unabridged Devil's 
Dictionary)



• "The minute you read 
something that you can't 
understand, you can 
almost be sure that it was 
drawn up by a lawyer. " 

•— Will Rogers



• "In one respect at least the 
Martians are a happy 
people, they have no 
lawyers." 

•— Edgar Rice Burroughs 
(A Princess of Mars 
(Barsoom, #1))



• "In the past the need for a hierarchal 
form of society has been the 
doctrine specifically of the High. It 
had been preached by kings and 
aristocrats and the priests, lawyers 
and the like who were parasitical 
upon them, and it had generally 
been softened by promises of an 
imaginary world beyond the grave." 

• — George Orwell (1984)





• BEVIS: I tell thee, Jack Cade the 
clothier means to dress the 
commonwealth, and turn it, and set a 
new nap upon it.

• HOLLAND: So he had need, for 'tis 
threadbare. Well, I say it was never 
merry world in England since 
gentlemen came up.



• BEVIS: Nay, more, the king's 
council are no good workmen.

• HOLLAND: True; and yet it is 
said, labour in thy vocation; 
which is as much to say as, let the 
magistrates be labouring men; 
and therefore should we be 
magistrates.

• BEVIS: Thou hast hit it; for 
there's no better sign of a brave 
mind than a hard hand.



• HOLLAND: I see them! I see them! 
there's Best's son, the tanner of 
Wingham,-

• BEVIS: He shall have the skin of our 
enemies, to make dog's-leather of.

• HOLLAND: And Dick the Butcher,--

• BEVIS: Then is sin struck down like an 
ox, and iniquity's throat cut like a calf.

• HOLLAND: And Smith the weaver,--

• BEVIS: Argo, their thread of life is 
spun.

• HOLLAND: Come, come, let's fall in 
with them.



• CADE: For our enemies shall fall 
before us, inspired with the spirit of 
putting down kings and princes, --
Command silence.

• DICK: Silence!

• CADE: My father was a Mortimer,--

• DICK: [Aside] He was an honest man, 
and a good bricklayer.

• CADE: My mother a Plantagenet,--

• DICK: [Aside] I knew her well; she was 
a midwife.



•CADE: Therefore am I of 
an honourable house.

•DICK: [Aside] Ay, by my 
faith, the field is honourable; 
and there was he borne, 
under a hedge, for his father 
had never a house but the 
cage.



•CADE: Be brave, then; for 
your captain is brave, and vows 
reformation. There shall be in 
England seven halfpenny 
loaves sold for a penny: the 
three-hooped pot; shall have 
ten hoops and I will make it 
felony to drink small beer: all 
the realm shall be in common; 
and in Cheapside shall my 
palfrey go to grass: and when I 
am king, as king I will be,--

•ALL: God save your majesty!



• CADE: I thank you, good people: there 
shall be no money; all shall eat and 
drink on my score; and I will apparel 
them all in one livery, that they may 
agree like brothers and worship me 
their lord.

• DICK: The first thing we do, let's kill 
all the lawyers.

• CADE: Nay, that I mean to do. Is not 
this a lamentable thing, that of the skin 
of an innocent lamb should be made 
parchment? that parchment, being 
scribbled o'er, should undo a man? 
Some say the bee stings: but I say, 'tis 
the bee's wax; for I did but seal once to 
a thing, and I was never mine own man 
since. How now! who's there?



• Enter some, bringing forward the Clerk 
of Chatham

• SMITH: The clerk of Chatham: he can 
write and read and cast accompt.

• CADE: O monstrous!

• SMITH: We took him setting of boys' 
copies.

• CADE: Here's a villain!

• SMITH: Has a book in his pocket with 
red letters in't.

• CADE: Nay, then, he is a conjurer.

• DICK: Nay, he can make obligations, 
and write court-hand.



• CADE: I am able to endure much.

• DICK: [Aside] No question of that; 
for I have seen him whipped three 
market-days together.

• CADE: I fear neither sword nor fire.

• SMITH: [Aside] He need not fear 
the sword; for his coat is of proof.

• DICK: [Aside] But methinks he 
should stand in fear of fire, being 
burnt i' the hand for stealing of 
sheep.



• CADE: I am sorry for't: the man 
is a proper man, of mine 
honour; unless I find him guilty, 
he shall not die. Come hither, 
sirrah, I must examine thee: what 
is thy name?

• Clerk Emmanuel.

• DICK: They use to write it on 
the top of letters: 'twill go hard 
with you.



• CADE: Let me alone. Dost thou use to 
write thy name? or hast thou a mark to 
thyself, like an honest plain-dealing 
man?

• CLERK: Sir, I thank God, I have been 
so well brought up that I can write my 
name.

• ALL: He hath confessed: away with 
him! he's a villain and a traitor.

• CADE: Away with him, I say! hang him 
with his pen and ink-horn about his 
neck.





To Kill or Not to Kill All the Lawyers? 
That Is the Question

• “Dick the Butcher's words still haunt 
the legal profession, enduring as 
shorthand for frustration with 
excessive fees, frivolous lawsuits and 
ambulance chasing. It is plastered on 
mugs, T-shirts and posters and has 
popped up in everything from an 
Eagles song to Aaron Sorkin's ‘The 
Newsroom’ cable drama. There are 
jokes about it going back at least to 
the 1800s.

• Jacob Gersham, Wall Street Journal,
18 Aug 2014



Cultural Revolution in China

• In the period between 1980 and 
1987,important progress was made in 
replacing the rule of men with the rule 
of law. Laws originally passed in 1979 
and earlier were amended and 
augmented, and law institutes and 
university law departments that had 
been closed during the Cultural 
Revolution were opened to train 
lawyers and court personnel. It was 
only a beginning, but important steps 
had been taken in developing a viable 
legal system and making the 
government and the courts answerable 
to an objective standard.

• Wikipedia



• Hundreds of Polish community leaders, 
mayors, local officials, priests, teachers, 
lawyers, judges, senators, doctors were 
executed in public. Much of the rest of the 
so-called Intelligentsia, the Polish leading 
class, was sent to concentration camps 
where they later died.

• During the period of the Holocaust of 
World War II, Poland lost:

• 45% of her doctors,

• 57% of her attorneys

• 40% of her professors,

• 30% of her technicians,

• more than 18% of her clergy

• most of her journalists.

• Poland's educated class was purposely 
targeted because the Nazis knew that this 
would make it easier to control the 
country. 



The 1977 Massacre of Atocha

• The 1977 Massacre of Atocha, a part of neofascist
terrorism in Spain, was an attack during the Spanish 
transition to democracy after the death of Franco in 
1975, killing five and injuring four. It was 
committed on January 24, 1977, in an office where 
specialists in labour law, members of the Workers' 
Commissions trade union, and of the then-
clandestine Communist Party of Spain had 
gathered.  The assassins were looking for 
Communist leader Joaquín Navarro. Failing to find 
him, the assassins decided to open fire on those 
present. They first ran into Ángel Rodríguez Leál. 
After shooting him, the attackers searched the rest 
of the floor and discovered eight lawyers in one of 
the offices. They lined them up against the wall and 
shot all eight. Two were killed instantly, and two 
more died shortly after being taken to hospital. The 
remaining four were gravely injured but survived. 



Smith Act trial

• The Supreme Court, in Sacher v. 
United States, on 10 March 1952 
upheld the contempt citations of six 
attorneys who had represented 
Communist Party leaders in the famous 
Smith Act trial (November 1, 1948). At 
the end of the trial, the Party leaders 
were convicted of violating the Smith 
Act (June 29, 1940), which prohibited 
advocating the overthrow of the 
government. . . .  Judge Harold Medina 
also cited the six defense lawyers for 
contempt of court because of their 
conduct during the trial . . . as a result 
all the lawyers served time in prison.



Colombia frees Escobar hit man who killed hundreds

• In jailhouse interviews, he admitted several 
times to killing about 300 people, including 
soldiers, police officers, rival cartel members 
and civilians. He also confessed to 
masterminding the killings of more than 
3,000 other people, most of them civilians.

• Velasquez was also responsible for a number 
of high-profile kidnappings, among them that 
of Attorney General Carlos Mauro Hoyos in 
January 1988. Velasquez confessed that he 
killed Hoyos in captivity.

• Fernando Ramos and Rafael Romo, CNN, 
August 27, 2014



Human rights lawyer murdered in Moscow

• One of Russia's top human rights 
lawyers was assassinated in the centre
of Moscow yesterday in a killing 
apparently linked to his work 
defending opponents of the pro-
Kremlin government in Chechnya.  
Stanislav Markelov, 34, was shot in the 
head by a man using a pistol with a 
silencer in the middle of the afternoon 
on a busy Moscow street. Markelov
worked as a lawyer for Novaya Gazeta.

• The Guardian, 19 January 2009



To Kill or Not to Kill All the Lawyers? 
That Is the Question

• Mallon A. Snyder, a trial lawyer from suburban 
Maryland who has served as president of the 
Bar Association of Montgomery County, said 
Shakespeare would have gotten a kick out of 
how there is "so much turmoil over a quote that 
was supposed to be thought-provoking . . . [it] 
"was not a slur against lawyers."

• Mr. Snyder still holds out hope that his 
profession will one day put the ghost of Dick 
the Butcher to rest.  "Clearly, we have done far 
too little by way of public relations.”

• Jacob Gersham, Wall Street Journal, 18 Aug 
2014


